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Direct Determination of Silver, Copper, Lead and Zinc in Copper Ores
by Inductively Coupled Plasma-Atomic Emission Spectrometry

XU Jin-li, XING Xia, ZHANG Qin, BAI Jin-feng
(Institute of Geophysical & Geochemical Exploration, Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences,
Langfang 065000, China)

Abstract: Copper ore samples were digested with HNO;-HCI-HCIO, mixed acid and silver, copper, lead and
zinc in sample solutions were then directly determined by inductively coupled plasma-atomic emission
spectrometry ( ICP-AES ). The determination parameters were systematically studied and optimized. Matrix
matching and correction factor methods were used for the correction of matrix effect and spectral interference. The
detection limits of the method ( dilution factor =500) were 3. 15 pg/g for Ag, 4.00 wg/g for Cu, 12.0 pg/g for
Pb and 6.00 wg/g for Zn. The reliability of the method has been tested by determination of these elements in
polymetallic ore National Standard Reference samples and the results are in agreement with the certified values
with precisions of 0.38% ~4.55%RSD (n=12).
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1050 W 4B <k 0. 4 L/min; 5516 4% 15 J)
165 Pa; KPHRICIITA] S s FPLBROGITE] 8 s

TG ZE K. Ag 328. 0 nm, Cu 324.7 nm,
Pb 220.3 nm,Zn 206.2 nm,
1.2 bt a2t

PRAERR A PR (1 mg/mL, B A (A6 8 KA
THER A L) o

HCI( 12 mol/L) , HNO, (16 mol/L) , HCIO, .
HF Y5404

ZETK(FRBAZ 18 MQ - cm)
13 RERO IR

HERIFRIL 0. 2000 g # 40T 50 mL BRI L4
Fetr, A K IERE ; S A S. 0 mL % HCL, ¥
AR ICE T 200 °C gL RzR -, SR )5 6
LISV H) KA 5. 0 mL HNO, (10. 0 mL HF
2.0 mL HCIO, , 4k %2 fin# & HCIO, (M0 E R, i E:
B R 205 AT BC 9 £ 7K 35 mL, 75 fLHubiR |
I AR it BRI AR, AR5 T2 10 mL L5 57K
VEAREE LU s U B i e e =
100 mL 2, B2, 7557, 18

2 g5
2.1 Y& LS EN Rk

ARSI T ARAAL S T B an T .

A: @ =30% (AR5, TR B FKZS IV

B AR PR B AR EVS W (Ag 1 pg/mL, Cu
I pg/mL,Pb2 png/mlL,Zn 2 pug/mlL) ;

C: HE R A1 ArHEY 5L GBW 07164 ,GBW
07170 (F4 REAE T o3 fife A0 B il 25 U ) W B PR 1
> 100,250,500 .1 000,

2.1.1 TRAyIESE

PR BRSEIG Jy k[ A Hof CAE S 40, Hol
IR RN I RAIR B AMER R (B) TP & TR AH
NE SR EE . N 1 AT LUA H, Bl 23 1 3
K, Ag Fil Cu B15 5 58 BE AR A0 K o /N T
1000 WIF, Pb F1 Zn (1415 5 5 Ji2 i B 58 (1 38 M
BR,HIHR KT 1000 W (RN 1500 W)
B, O R AR E . AT B E Y 1050 W,
2.1.2 ZFibas RIS

Fie BRI 5, [ A A HoAl TAE S8, Hik
A E T KN LSRR A PR HER W (B) Hh 4%
JCRAN AR AL . ML 2 AT LA Y, S5k a8 R )

AR AE XS 4 A TCR A SR BERZ I FLAL R . M A
— 378 —
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Fig. 1 Effect of power on the signal intensity of Ag, Cu, Pb,

Zn in mixed standard solution ( B)
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Fig.2 Effect of nebulizer pressure on the signal intensity of
Ag, Cu, Pb, Zn in mixed standard solution(B)
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Fig.3 Effect of auxiliary gas flow rate on the signal intensity
of Ag, Cu, Pb, Zn in mixed standard solution (B)
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Table 1  The relationship between exposure time and precision
Lo WE K RSD/%
il
JE Mmoo 1s 2s 3s 4s 55 6s 8s 10s 155 20s

Ag 328.0 0.92 L6l 0.84 0.63 0.60 0.33 0.42 0.66 0.50 0.4
A Cu 3247 0.83 114 1.09 0.90 0.60 0.26 0.31 0.20 0.24 0.5
) Pb 2203 191 130 147 143 128 0.70 0.83 0.63 0.39 0.89
In 2062 139 1.8 154 1.29 0.73 0.94 0.75 0.73 0.21 0.68
Ag 328.0 117 0.83 0.48 0.52 0.23 0.54 0.38 0.40 0.28 0.37
Cu 324.7 0.90 1.08 1.07 0.97 1.00 0.9 0.82 118 0.78 1.14
GBW 07170
Pb 220.3 3.60 3.71 2.28 2.87 166 135 L02 140 L.08 0.8

In 206.2 0.90 0.9 0.90 1.18 0.62 0.36 0.5 0.52 0.42 0.48
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FAGEMR L (o BER/ B R AR WA 3.0

M 2 IR 3 SR AT LU Y, BRI X Ag
AT (B2 Ag(338.2 nm) BYfEIE LLEL/IN, 72
M 00 5 245 SR TRERA 13 5 Ca Mg \Pb A1 Zn X Cu(221. 4
nm F1224. 7 nm) {8 FIPEK, AF] T Cu B 5E ;
Pb(216.9 nm#283.3 nm) 5Z 3| KN FHAK TR T
PR, HARWR LA/, 5000 5 245 51 10 T 2
T TIRTCER BT R BRI E T R A (514
OB HEA, W] DL A2 BT80N A5 M L R A
IS TGN TR T R AT . FEA SR P ik
B AF TR AL : Ag 328. 0 nm, Cu 324.7
nm,Pb 220.3 nm,Zn 206.2 nm F1213.8 nm,

2 RN TR

Table 2 Interference coefficients of matrix elements

i Wk FHREM(x107)

BE Mmoo 7 K N G Mg Al P Cu Ph

Ag 380 L10 010 020 020 0.10 -0.40 1.40 0.50  0.60
Ag 3382 050 007 0.0 0.09 010 -0.20 0.5 0.2  0.20

Co 2204 050 030 2.00 0.5 -1.30 0.09 -4.80  -4.10
Cu 247 0.60 020 0.2 -0.30 0.60 0.70 140 -3.20
Cu 3247 030 010 030 005 0.60 -0.40 0.20  0.40
Pb o 216.9 -20.00 -0.40 11.00 5.00 9.20 20.00 -45.90 31.00
Pb 2203 030 040 020 020 -0.90 L7 450 8.20
Pb 283.3 -0.10 4.00 2.00 -2.00 -1.20 14.00 1.% -12.70

In 2062 0.90 0.60 1.00 0.60 1.100 0.80 -16.20 -0.70
Ino 2138 130 0.80 100 070 130 130 -6.70 0.50

%3 RES R AR R
Table 3 The s/N ratio of the various elements in

sample solution

W Wk frER L W Wk fritR e

JGH A/mm GBW 07164 GBW 07170 JR A/mm GBW 07164 GBW 07170
Ag 328.0 7.7 3.2 Pb  216.9 1.0 6.7
Ag 338.2 1.4 1.0 Pb  220.3 2.2 50.0
Cu 221.4 25.0 50.0 Ph  283.3 1.6 7.1
Cu 224.7 100.0 100.0 Zn 206.2 14.3 100.0
Cu 324.7 100.0 14.3 Zn 213.8 50.0 100. 0
 FREE T 500,

2.2.2 FikfEAK
RS2 56 05 3, % B R — 200 A b e 9 IR
GBW 07164 .GBW 07170 43 3l 4 s B I 7
100,250,500 ,1 000 f44F 5 i3 W45 — 10, B — 1 FF
ARVETRGE SN E 12 W, 0 45 0 K AT E A, 38
A BT A R A R 22 A5 R LR 4, B
W AT B T2 1 T, T 235 R () AR R 15 2 ok
/N s (ER A B ARG 21 1000 AT, AR X522 X
ARK o K T AR B AR/ N B AT
— 380 —

ENIDRI R e U i KNI = e N M 1]
LR AR VR 155 D T 3R ARk B AR O o, 00 o
L A L, BT 552 R 4 R 1 v 32, AR X
DRIEHER s M B BOL R, & B BRI R R
TRREAEAE B AN B 2K, 6 7 I 0 3R 19 20 B 45 5 sk
55, L2 5 0 0 7 45 2R 04 HE TR JRE, ARG 1R 22 1 R
TEARSEYTT 5 B 5E OAE AL BEAE XA 500 1

4 RFIRFERER Y b

Table 4  Analytical results of Ag, Cu, Pb, Zn in sample
solutions with different dilution factors
i wy/% HXT R
HaER  WERRT i —— =
" WE AR RE/%
Ag 908 1010 -10.10
Cu  2.40 2.80 ~14.29
100 Pb 0.042 0.056 -25.00
Zn 0. 106 0.143 -25.87
Ag 1035 1010 2.48
Cu 2.84 2.80 1.43
2 Pho 0.051 0.0 -8.93
Zn 0.135 0.143 -5.59
GBW 07164
Ag 1056 1010 4.55
Cu 2.92 2.80 4.29
500
Pb 0.053 0.056 -5.36
7n 0.142 0.143 -0.70
Ag 1089 1010 7.82
Cu 3.02 2.80 7.86
1000
Pb 0. 060 0.056 7.14
Zn 0.156 0.143 9.09
Ag 308 (319) -3.45
Cu 6.46 12.59 -48.69
100 Pb 189 2.4 -15.63
Zn 0.89 1.21 -26.45
Ag 354 (319) 10.97
Cu 10.60 12.59 -15.81
250
Pb 2.29 2.24 2.23
7n 1.16 1.21 -4.13
GBW 07170
Ag 356 (319) 11.60
Cu 12.34 12.59 -1.99
S0 Pb 231 2.24 3.12
Zn 1.21 1.21 0.00
Ag 362 (319) 13.48
Cu 12.71 12.59 0.95
1000
Pb 2.42 2.24 8.04
7n 1.28 1.21 5.79

O Ag R RMECH pe/g. RS HRIEA S E.

2.3 geMkiuhl
TP FE A 45 R R LA 25 oe &R i L
VEIER , IR Sz AR O, A o i 2, 75 1 A 0 R
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Table 5 The calibration curves of the elements

. L HRRE
TER (ML) KMt -1
pi/ (g mL™") R
Ag(328.0 nm)  y=59.431x+1.1914 0~5 1.0000
Cu(324.7 nm)  y=64.166x +65.755 0 ~200 0.9996
Pb(220.3 nm)  y=6.1582x +20.379 0 ~1000 0.9997
Zn(206.2 nm)  y=10.801x +17.438 0 ~300 0.9996
Zn(213.8 nm)  y=157.91x +118.1 0~50 0.9992
2.4 JilkBiARfREs
2.4.1 KphibR
PR AL AP R 45 12 AR S TR, (7]

IFPEZS TR 43 B A R & B AR OT 2 (K
Na Ca Mg Al Fe) #4705 , i1 AR IR 22 (o) , LA
3o T, [FIB 5 B A BE R R (R 7 500) 1581
AR, 2RI 6,

6 JikRRY

Table 6 Detection limits of the method

TE SR E PR HIRGe)
(MH£%) wy/ % (o) Ly/(pg-g™")

-1.5300 -0.1094 -0.7103

Ag 0.1093 -0.9293 -0.5468
1.0484 3.15

(328.0 nm) -1.8580 -1.7490 0.1639

0.7106 -1.2020 -3.0060

0.0007 0.0006 0.0004

Cu 0.0004 0.0004 0.0005
0.00013 4.00

(324.7nm) 0.0004 0.0004  0.0002

0.0003 0.0004  0.0004

-0.0002 0.0004 -0.0001

Pb 0.0001 -0.0002 0.0000
0.0004 12.00

(220.3 nm) -0.0006 0.0006 0.0008

-0.0002 -0.0001 0.0005

0.0006 0.0004 0.0002

/n 0.0002 0.0003 0.0002
0.0002 6.00

(206.2 nm) 0.0003 0.0001 0.0005

0.0004 0.0001 0.0001

O Ag ITRAMEON pe/go

2.4.2 JrEKEE

Pk K — P A br Y i GBW 07162
(GSO1) .GBW 07163 (GS02) ,GBW 07165 ( GSO4)
GBW 07170 45 FRHL 12 {7y, #3 HEASCHURE 19 70 A
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LSRR S IR Ag.Cu Pb Zn 5 &, 1155
AHI R AHXS Bn HE A 22 (RSD) o 3 7 90 % 45 2R )
DIE W, %0 R MK % B (RSD) 7£ 0. 38% ~
4.55% i 2 Ml AT 7 S 0 2 4k o A HE
Y sk,

#T JrkREIE"

Table 7 Precision test of the method

= wy/ %
*’Tffim o S RSD/%
i SYUHITE T
18.1 16.3 17.8 16.9 16.4 18.2
e IB1103 178169 104 182

17.1 16.3 17.4 16.5 18.5 17.4

c 0.277 0.276 0.272 0.272 0.277 0.271 0.274 0.70
0,275 0.275 0.275 0.274 0.273 0.273 ’
GBW 07162

0.421 0.419 0.419 0.416 0.408 0.410
Pb 0.417 1.12
0.421 0.416 0.414 0.419 0.425 0.420

7 0.858 0.848 0.850 0.841 0.831 0.832 0.846 1.13
" 0.842 0.854 0.841 0.840 0.857 0.858 - ’

226.1 226.0 219.0 220.3 224.1 221.3
Ag 222.9 1.21
227.1 225.0 222.4 220.1 221.2 221.9

C 1.05 1.05 1.05 1.04 1.04 1.05 Lo 0.51
Y04 105 105 L.04 1.04 105 '
GBW 07163

2,13 213 2.14 2.14 2.13 2.16
Pb 2.14 0.38
2,13 213 2.14 215 2.14 2.14

4.19 4.21 4.22 420 4.24 4.2]
Zn 4.21 0.41
4.20 4.22 4.23 4.24 4.19 4.22

148.1 147.7 149.6 149.0 149.8 151.7
Ag 149.5 1.45
147.3 151.3 150.0 153.8 150.4 145.8

c 0.093 0.093 0.095 0.093 0.094 0.094 0.094 1.07
" 0.093 0.096 0.095 0.095 0.096 0.093 '
GBW 07165

5.10 5.11 5.18 5.15 5.14 5.18
Pb 5.16  0.65
5.15 5.20 5.19 5.21 5.19 5.19

12.83 12. . . . .
7n 83 86 12.99 12.92 12.95 12.96 12.94 0.46
12.89 13.02 12.91 13.01 12.96 12.99

L 365 3 38 36 sl
& 367 351 355 355 354 354 :

11.92 11.75 11.95 11.88 12.12 12.05
11. 1.01
tu 11.96 11.74 11.95 12.08 11.93 12.06 %5 1.0
GBW 07170

Ph 2,22 2,20 2.21 2.20 2.20 2.21 291 0.76
2,23 2.21 2.23 2.19 2.17 2.21 ° ’

.14 1.14 1.14 1.14 1.13 1.14
In 1.14 0.53
1.15 1.14 1.14 1.14 1.13 1.14

O Ag IRESBCH pe/g.

2.4.3  JiiEYiE

N T YR TR R HERR I , # BEAS SCH RE 1 7 ik
AR E T EH— R AR EY R Ag, Cu,
Pb Zn, B4 3 00, BOLF 494, 38 8 SRR
WY R (S P ME AR T W5, IR 7 3402 T SR o
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Table 8  Analytical results of Ag, Cu, Pb, Zn in National

Standard Reference materials

R % MR
=) a7 3 —
i SR b RE
Ag 17.2 18.3 -6.01
) Cu 0.274 0.264 -3.79
GBW 07162
Pb 0.42 0.43 -2.33
Zn 0.85 0.83 2.41
Ag 223 220 1.36
Cu 1.04 1.05 0.95
GBW 07163
Ph 2.14 2.17 -1.38
Zn 4.21 4.26 -1.17
Ag 1033 1010 2.28
Cu 2.78 2.80 0.71
GBW 07164
Ph 0.054 0.056 -3.57
Zn 0.134 0.143 -6.29
Ag 149 148 0.68
Cu 0.094 0.096 2.08
GBW 07165
Ph 5.13 5.13 0.00
Zn 12.9 13.9 -7.19
Ag 351 (319) 10.03
Cu 12.75 12.59 1.27
GBW 07170
Ph 2.21 2.24 -1.34
Zn 1.14 1.21 -5.79

O Ag MR RMECR ney/ g3 165 MBS N S5 8 B 4l
FEL R TR B AL TR R S A

3 45

SR JH AR S 5 B IR e I T ARG |
YERR I A2 B A PR R VYRR S . AR T
T PR f b B R 7 0, N BT 2R i) Ak L
A TR AL BRI (8], B T AR ROR, TR i
eI S AR TSR IE A ) SR T s, T LA
AT ERIE S R Ik C T S ba ke dh 4)
Hr, A5 R HER ] 5
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