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Distinguishing Halloysite from Kaolinite by the Use of Dimethyl
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It is difficult to differentiate kaolinite from the 7  dehydrated halloysite,
A rapid and simple test for the distinction was developed which is based on the
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difference in the extent of dimethyl sulfoxide intercalation, Halloysite was comp~
letely intercalated and expands to 11,2 & after dimethyl sulfoxide treatment
for 5 hours, whereas no significant intercalation occurs with kaolinite. Kaolinite
and the 7 § dehydrated halloysite can be estimated by this method from the
intensities of the 7§ and 11 § peaks.
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